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Bethlehem event retells a timeless story
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By Cathy Dausman

Kazzy the camel greets visitors to The Bethlehem Experience accompanied by his owners Rob and Robyn Lyon

very two years or so, the
Lafayette United Method-
ist Church transforms its Fellow-
ship Hall, creating the illusion of
a nighttime passage through the

streets of Bethlehem over 2,000
years ago. The church’s Bethle-
hem Experience brings to life the
Christmas story; 2017 marks the
20th anniversary of its presentation

Photo provided
at LUMC.

Over the course of three days,
guides lead groups of about 10-12
people on 50-minute tours through
the marketplace of Bethlehem, cap-

turing the spirit of what life would
have been like on the night of the
Messiah’s birth. Performers dressed
in robes and sandals sell their wares
in market stalls, while festive Jew-
ish music plays and unleavened
bread is sold. There are even live
animals in the stable, such as Ka-
zzy the camel — the church’s first
and much-beloved therapy animal
from Sonoma’s Lyon Ranch.

The program was initiated in
1997 by then-program coordinator
Bev Luther, says LUMC parishio-
ner Teresa Gerringer. Participants
sing carols, hear live music and
play a biblical trivia game. They
may also dress as shepherds, al-
though the latter is not required.
In addition to being family-friend-
ly, this is a family tradition for
many LUMC members. “Fran and
Vic Smith and Barbara and Rod
Levander are still very active in
the production of The Bethlehem
Experience and are original set
builders, greeters and actors,” Ger-
ringer says. She added the Logan,

Placzek, Kintner and Shepard/Seitz
families as those who have contrib-
uted to the production.

Gerringer says “the live animals
in the manger scene are always a
huge hit with kids and adults.”

Some years the youngest actor
is an infant portraying baby Jesus.
Even inclement weather doesn’t
deter visitors — Gerringer recalls
that LUMC hosted the most attend-
ees ever in 2006 “when it poured
rain for the three nights.”

The 20th annual Bethlehem Ex-
perience runs Dec. 15-17 at Lafay-
ette United Methodist Church, 955
Moraga Road, Lafayette. Tours are
first-come, first-served; doors open
at 5:30 p.m. The last tour departs at
8:30 p.m. Suggested donation is $5
per person or $20 per family.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Moraga
Valley Presbyterian Church offered
its similar no-cost program Dec. 2
when MVPC's Live Nativity trans-
formed the church courtyard into
a Bethlehem manger featuring live
animals.

Natasha Grasso
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FREE $25 promo card

when you buy $100 in gift cards or

FREE $50 promo card

when you buy $150 in gift cards

Offer valid November 7 - December 24.

ME Massage Envy.

558 Center St., Moraga (925) 376-3689

Food, Supplies, and Toys
For birds, cats, dogs, fish, reptiles, small animals,
premium chicken feeds. Also in organic Non-GMO

Small Animal: sales, Grooming & Boarding,

Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, Mice, Rats, Hamsters.

Dog, Cat, Birds, Fish and Small Animals

Toys & Supplies 1 O% o-H:*

*With coupon, Not valid with any other offers or Frontline, Fiprougard,
Advantage or Advantix. 1 coupon per person. Exp. 12/31/17

Rheem Valley Center

/:;3 Rlieem Valley 388 FPark Street, Moraga
(925) 376-86399
q)et Sﬁoppe Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

FPet Food & Supplies
Sun. 11a.m.to5pm.
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30-60% OFF

All Fine Jewelry
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562 Center St., Rheem Valley Shopping Center (925) 376-1283
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Sculpture

. Fine Art Photography

Paintings Textiles
Ceramics and Tableware

andmade Cards and More!

Moraga Shopping Center
1480-G Moraga Rd., Moraga
925.376.3600

Come discover WHIMSY - Lafayette’s
latest and greatest children’s clothing store.

Owned and operated by a local Lafayette
mom, Whimsy is an independent business
designed to offer beautiful unique clothing,
accessories, and gifts for babies, children and
tweens. Our brands include Splendid, Ella
Moss, Catimini, Mimi and Maggie, Mayoral,
Bitz Kids, Petit Bateau ... Come discover
our amazing seasonal and year round col-
lections — we offer school clothes, holiday
attire, and everything in between.

3643 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette
(925) 444-3184

next to Trader Joe’s in Lafayette

When you think about it, isn’t it more fun to do
business with people you know, like and trust? Your
local merchants work hard for your loyalty. So
please remember them this holiday season. When
you shop locally, you help create a strong tax-base
by circulating money in town versus sending it
elsewhere. This helps pay for police, road repairs
and other essential services you count on and you
are supporting the businesses that generously donate
to local schools and non-profits throughout the year.

Enjoy the season.
We live and work in this amazing
place called Lamorinda.
Happy Holidays!

Orinda
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Consign & Design.

Shop Prindal.

At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique
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